Virtue of Abandonment of Riya’ 


3. CONCERNING THE NECESSITY TO BE CONSTANTLY ON GUARD AGAINST 
HYPOCRITICAL DISPLAY [RIYA‘], THE DESIRE TO IMPRESS ONE'S FELLOW 
CREATURES [RU'YAT AL-KHALQ], AND VAIN CONCEIT ['UJB]. 


It is most important for every devout worshipper [muta'abbid] and truly 
experienced believer ['arif] to be constantly on guard, in all his conditions and 
circumstances, against hypocritical display [riya'], the desire to impress his 
fellow creatures [ru'yat al-khalq], and vain conceit ['ujb]. This is because the 
lower self [nafs] is malign. It is the source of misleading desires, pernicious 
appetites, and lustful passions that form a barrier between the servant and the 
Lord of Truth (Almighty and Glorious is He). There is no road to safety from 
its wicked and mischievous ways, as long as the spirit [ruh] resides within the 
body of a human being [ibn Adam]. 


This is still the case, even if the servant [of the Lord] attains to the state of 
Spiritual Deputyship [Badalityya] and Championship of the Truth [Siddigiyya], 
although this state is safer than the initial stage of spiritual development, and 
more secure from the wickedness and the cunning wiles of the lower self 
[nafs]. In this state, the good is more predominant, the light is more prevalent, 
the guidance is positively in the direction of Allah's path [fi sabili 'llah], the 
enabling grace [tawfiq] is comprehensive, and the needed protection is always 
available. Impeccable virtue ['isma] is not for us, however. That is a quality 
peculiar to the Prophets [Anbiya'] (peace be upon them all), conferred on them 
in order to draw the distinction between Prophetship [Nubuwwa] and saintship 
[wilaya]. 


Allah (Almighty and Glorious is He) has issued a warning threat to those who 
practice hypocritical display [riya'] and seek to promote an undeserved 
reputation [sum'a]. He has cautioned us against the wicked inclination of the 
lower self [nafs] and its mischievous tricks. He has forbidden us to follow its 
dictates, and He has instructed us to oppose and contradict it, sometimes in the 
Qur'an, and at other times in the utterances of Allah's Messenger (Allah bless 
him and give him peace), which are recorded in the traditional reports [akhbar] 
and enshrined in the Sunna. Let us first consider some examples from the 
Qur'an [and other Scriptures]: 


Allah (Almighty and Glorious is He) has said: 


So woe to those who pray, but are heedless of their prayers, and to those who 
make a show, yet withhold the smallest charity. (107:4,5) 


fa-wailun li'l-musallin: alladhina hum ‘an salati-him sahun: alladhina hum 
yura'una wa yamna'una ‘I-ma'un. 


He has said (Glorious and Exalted is He): 


They utter with their mouths what is not in their hearts Allah is best aware of 
what they hide. (3:167) 


yaquluna bi-afwahi-him ma laisa fi qulubi-him: wa 'llahu a'lamu bi-ma 
yaktumun. 


He has said (Exalted is He): 


The hypocrites seek to beguile Allah but it is He who beguiles them. 
When they stand up to perform the prayer, 

they perform it languidly and to impress people, 

and they are mindful of Allah but little. 


inna ‘l-munafigina yukhadi'una ‘llaha wa Huwa khadi'u-hum: 


wa idha qamu ila 's-salati qamu kasala yura'una ‘n-nasa wa la yadhkuruna 
Taha illa galila. 


[They are] swaying between this [and that], belonging neither to these nor to 
those. 


If Allah causes someone to go astray, you will not find a way for him. 


(4:142,143) 
mudhabdhabina baina dhalik: la ila ha'ulai wa la ila ha'ula': 


wa man yudlili 'llahu fa-lan tajida la-hu sabila. 


He has said (Exalted is He): 


O you who believe, 

many of the [Jewish] rabbis and the [Christian] monks 
devour the wealth of mankind wantonly, 

and debar [men] from the way of Allah. (9:34) 


ya ayyuha 'lladhina amanu inna kathiran mina 'l-ahbari wa 'r-ruhbani 
la-ya'kuluna amwala ‘'n-nasi bi-'l-batili wa yasudduna ‘an sabili 'Ilah. 


He has said (Almighty and Glorious is He): 


O you who believe, why do you say that which you do not do? 
It is most hateful in the sight of Allah that you say what you do not do. (61:2) 


ya ayyuha 'lladhina amanu li-ma taquluna ma la taf'alun: 
kabura magqtan 'inda 'llahi an taqulu ma la taf'alun. 


He has said (Exalted 1s He): 


Keep your words private or speak openly; 
He knows what the breasts contain. (67:13) 


wa asirru gawla-kum awi jharu bi-h:inna-hu 'Alimun bi-dhati 's-sudur. 


He has said (Glorious and Exalted is He): 
So whoever hopes for the meeting with his Lord, 
let him do righteous work, and let him give no one any share at all 


in the worship due unto his Lord. (18:110) 


fa-man kana yarju liga'a Rabbi-hi fa-'l-ya'mal 'amalan salihan wa la yushrik 


bi-'ibadati Rabbi-hi ahada. 


He has said (Exalted is He): 
Surely the self is always inciting to evil, 
except inasmuch as my Lord has mercy. (12:53) 


inna 'n-nafsa la-ammaratun bi's-su'i illa ma rahima Rabbi. 


He has said (Exalted is He): 
But greed has been made present in the souls [of men]. (4:128) 


wa uhdirati 'l-anfusu 'sh-shuhh. 


He said (Almighty and Glorious is He) to David [Dawud] (peace be upon him) 
[in a non-Qur'anic utterance]: 


O David, you must flee from your passionate desire [hawa], for no contender 
challenges Me for My dominion, apart from passionate desire. 


He has also said (Exalted is He): 


Do not follow passionate desire, lest it lead you astray from Allah's path. 
(38:26) 


wa la tattabii 'l-hawa fa-yudilla-ka ‘an sabili ‘lah. 


As for the Sunna, Shaddad ibn Aws (may Allah be well pleased with him) is 
reported as having said: "I once entered the presence of the Prophet (Allah 
bless him and give him peace), and I noticed a look in his face that made me 
shudder, so I said: 'What is the matter with you, O Messenger of Allah?' He 
replied (Allah bless him and give him peace): 


"T am afraid that my Community [Ummati] may be guilty of shirk [attributing 
partners to Allah], after I am gone.' 


"On hearing this, I exclaimed: 'Do you really mean to say, O Messenger of 
Allah, that they will attribute partners to Him [yushrikuna] after you are gone?! 
So he went on to explain (Allah bless him and give him peace): 


"They may not worship a sun, or a moon, or a graven image [wathan], or a 
stone idol, but they will resort to hypocritical display in their religious practices 
[a'mal], and hypocritical display [riya'] is tantamount to shirk [attributing 
partners to Allah].' 


"Then he recited the words of Allah (Exalted is He): 

So whoever hopes for the meeting with his Lord, 

let him do righteous work, and let him give no one any share at all 
in the worship due unto his Lord. (18:110)" 


fa-man kana yarju liga'a Rabbi-hi fa-'l-ya'mal 'amalan salihan wa la yushrik 
bi-'ibadati Rabbi-hi ahada. 


The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) once said: 


The Day of Resurrection [Yawm al-Qityama] will come with sealed scrolls 
[suhuf makhtuma] [in which the deeds of mankind have been recorded], so 
Allah (Almighty and Glorious is He) will say to the angels: "Throw this one 
away, and accept this one." They will respond by saying: "By Your Might and 
Your Majesty, we know nothing but good." So He will say (Exalted is He): 
"Yes, but this is [the record of] a deed performed for someone other than Me, 
and I only accept what was done for the sake of My countenance." 


The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) used to say, in his prayer of 
supplication [du'a']: 


O Allah, make my tongue pure and free from lying, my heart from hypocrisy 
[nifaq], my religious practice from hypocritical display [riya'], and my eyesight 
from treachery, for You know the treachery of the eyes, and what the breasts 
conceal. 


He once said (Allah bless him and give him peace): 


You must not sit at the feet of a religious scholar ['alim], unless he summons 
you away from five toward five, namely: (1) away from indulgence [raghba], 
in the direction of abstinence [zuhd]; (2) away from hypocritical display [riya'], 
in the direction of sincere devotion [ikhlas]; (3) away from arrogant pride 
[kibr], in the direction of modest humility [tawadu']; (4) away from fawning 
flattery [mudahana], in the direction of honest advice [munasaha]; and (5) away 
from ignorance [jahl], in the direction of knowledge ['ilm]. 


He once said (Allah bless him and give him peace): 


Allah (Exalted is He) says: "I am the Best Partner [Ana Khairu Sharik]. If 
someone associates a partner with Me, in his undertaking, it involves the 
partner ascribed to Me [shariki] and has nothing to do with Me. I accept only 
that which is devoted solely to Me. O Children of Adam, I am the Best 
Participant [Ana Khairu Qasim], so reconsider that work of yours, which you 
have performed for someone other than Me, because your wage is incumbent 
only on the one for whom you did the work." 


He also said (Allah bless him and give him peace): 


You may congratulate this Community [Umma] on their brilliance and high 
standing in the sphere of religion, and on their empowerment in the countries of 
the earth, so long as they do not perform the work of the hereafter for the sake 
of this world. If anyone does the work of the hereafter for the sake of this 
world, it will not be accepted of him, and in the hereafter he will have no 

share. 


He also said (Allah bless him and give him peace): 

Allah will surely grant the benefits of this world [for work performed] with 
the intention of gaining the benefits of the hereafter, but He will not grant 
the benefits of the hereafter [for work performed] with the intention of 


gaining the benefits of this world. 


As reported on the authority of Anas ibn Malik (may Allah be well pleased with 
him), Allah's Messenger (Allah bless him and give him peace) once said: 


On the night when I was taken on my Heavenly Journey [usriya bi], I passed by 
a group of people whose lips had been snipped by scissors of fire. "Who are 
these?" I said to Gabriel (peace be upon him), so he told me: "They are the 
preachers [khutaba'] of your Community. They say something, but they do not 
put it into practice. They say what they acknowledge as being correct, but they 
do what they denounce as being wrong. They instruct the people to act 
righteously, but they forget to include themselves. 


He also said (Allah bless him and give him peace): 


The worst of my fears for my Community [Ummati] is every hypocrite 
[munafiq] with a clever tongue. By the One who holds my soul in His hand, 


the Final Hour will not come about until they find themselves subject to 
dishonest rulers, immoral ministers, treacherous assistants, iniquitous 
professors ['urafa'], dissolute Qur'an-reciters [qurra'], and ignorant servants. 
Allah (Exalted is He) will expose them to dark and murky intrigue, so they will 
experience a bewildering perplexity [tahawwuky], like that which afflicted the 
wrongdoing Jews [Yahud]. From that point on, Islam will unravel, knot by 
knot, until no one says: "Allah, Allah!" 


As reported on the authority of 'Adi ibn Hatim (may Allah be well pleased with 
him), Allah's Messenger (Allah bless him and give him peace) once said: 


On the Day of Resurrection [Yawm al-Qiyama], certain people will be 
subjected to exemplary punishment of the most extreme kind. Allah (Exalted is 
He) will say to them: "When you were in private situations, you would 
brazenly affront Me with heinous sins ['aza'im], but when you met with other 
people, you would approach them modestly and humbly. You were in awe of 
other people, but you did not regard Me with awe. You honored other people, 
but you did not honor Me. By My Might, I shall make you taste the most 
painful chastisement." 


According to a traditional report, Usama ibn Zaid (may Allah be well pleased 
with him and with his father) once heard Allah's Messenger (Allah bless him 
and give him peace) say: 


A man will be cast into the Fire of Hell, so his guts will soon be dangling out of 
his belly. He will be rotated as a mill is rotated by its owner, and he will be 
asked: "Were you not in the habit of enjoining that which is right and fair 
[ma'ruf], and forbidding that which is wrong and unfair [munkar]?" To this he 
will reply: "I used to enjoin what is right and fair [ma'ruf], though I did not 
practice it myself, and I used to forbid is wrong and unfair [munkar], though I 
did not abstain from it myself." 


The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) once said: 


Many a keeper of the fast [sa'Im] receives nothing from his fasting [siyam] but 
hunger and thirst, and many a keeper of night vigil [qa'im] receives nothing 
from his vigil [qiyam] but insomnia. 


To this the Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) added: 


The Heavenly Throne ['Arsh] trembles because of that, and the Lord (Blessed 
and Exalted is He) is angry with him. 


The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) once said: 


What a bad servant [of the Lord] is a servant who erects a barrier between 
himself and the spiritual reward of Allah (Exalted is He)! I am speaking of a 
servant, one of the creatures of Allah (Exalted is He), who devotes himself to 
His service, in the hope of receiving what He has at His disposal, and who 
exhausts his physical body in the effort to obtain His approval, but who makes 
a public show of his religious devotion [din], which is thereby rendered 
invalid. 


His manly virtue [muru'a] degenerates into vice, and so he erects a barrier 
between himself and his Lord. He pins his hopes on Allah (Exalted is He), as 


far as the big picture is concerned, but he pins them on his fellow servant, when 
it comes to the small details. He gives some of his service to his fellow servant, 
at the expense of his worshipful obedience [ta'a] to Allah (Exalted is He). 


Mujahid (may Allah bestow His mercy upon him) is reported as having said: 
"A man once came to Allah's Messenger (Allah bless him and give him peace) 
and said: 'O Messenger of Allah, I make it my practice to give charitable 
donations [atasaddaqu bi-sadaqa], so that I may obtain the gracious favor of 
Allah (Exalted is He). [also like to hear people speaking well of me.' At that 
very moment, His words (Blessed and Exalted is He): 


So whoever hopes for the meeting with his Lord, 
let him do righteous work, and let him give no one any share 
at all in the worship due unto his Lord. (18:110) 


fa-man kana yarju liqa'a Rabbi-hi fa-'l-ya'mal 'amalan salihan wa la yushrik bi- 
‘ibadati Rabbi-hi ahada. 


--were sent down [to the Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace)]." 
The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) once said: 


The end of the age will see the emergence of groups of people who exploit 
religion [din] for worldly purposes. To impress other people, they will dress in 
sheep's clothing, and their tongues will be sweeter than sugar, though their 
hearts are the hearts of wolves. Allah (Exalted is He) will say: "Are you 
deluding yourselves about Me, or are you so bold as to challenge Me 
deliberately?" I swear by Me, I shall surely inflict such confusion upon those 
people, that you would call the mildest case a case of utter bewilderment." 


As we learn from a traditional report, Allah's Messenger (Allah bless him and 
give him peace) once said: 


The angels will carry aloft the work of a certain servant from among the 
servants of Allah. They will multiply it and purify it, until they finally bring it 
to wherever Allah (Exalted is He) wishes it to be delivered, in all of His 
Dominion [Sultan]. Allah will thereupon convey to them, by way of 
inspiration: "You are custodians of My servant's work, while I am Ever- 
Watchful [Raqib] over what is in his soul [nafs]. This servant of Mine has not 
devoted his work sincerely to Me, so register him in the Deepest Pit [Sijjin]." 


They will also rise aloft with the work of another servant from among His 
servants. They will diminish it and belittle it, until they finally bring it to 
wherever Allah (Exalted is He) wishes it to be delivered, in all of His Dominion 
[Sultan]. Allah will thereupon convey to them, by way of inspiration: "You are 
custodians of My servant's work, while I am Ever-Watchful [Raqib] over what 
is in his soul [nafs]. This servant of Mine has devoted his work sincerely to Me 
[akhlasa li 'amala-hu], so register him in the Highest Heaven ["Iliyyin]." 


As reported on the authority of Abu Huraira (may Allah be well pleased with 
him), Allah's Messenger (Allah bless him and give him peace) once said: 


On the Day of Resurrection [Yawm al-Qiyama], Allah (Blessed and Exalted is 
He) will judge between His creatures, while the members of every religious 
community [umma] fall on their knees. The first to be summoned will be a 
man who compiled a copy of the Qur'an, a man who was slain while fighting 
for Allah's cause [fi sabili 'llah], and a man who possessed considerable wealth. 


To the expert on the Qur'an [gari'], Allah (Exalted is He) will then say: "To 
what extent did you put what you learned into practice?" The man will reply: 
"I used to act upon it through the watches of the night, and at all times during 
the day." But Allah (Blessed and Exalted is He) will say: "You have told a 
lie!" The angels will also say: "You have told a lie! What you wanted, in fact, 
was to have people call you 'Qur'an-expert So-and so,' and you did indeed 
acquire that title." 


The owner of wealth will be asked: "What did you do, to make good use of all 
that I made available to you?" The man will reply: "I was the source of 
compassion, and I applied it to charitable purposes." But Allah (Blessed and 
Exalted is He) will say: "You have told a lie!" The angels will also say: "You 
have told a lie! What you wanted, in fact, was to have people call you 
'Generous Mister So-and-so,' and that was indeed how you came to be called." 


The man who was slain while fighting for the cause of Allah (Exalted is He) 
will also be brought forward. To him Allah (Exalted is He) will say: "For what 
did you do battle?" The man will reply: "I fought for Your cause, until I was 
slain in Your cause." But Allah (Blessed and Exalted is He) will say: "You 
have told a lie!" The angels will also say: "You have told a lie! What you 
wanted, in fact, was to have people call you 'Brave Hero So-and-so,' and that 
was indeed how you came to be called." 


At this point, Allah's Messenger (Allah bless him and give him peace) thumped 
his hands on his knees, and said: 


"O Abu Huraira, on the Day of Resurrection [Yawm al-Qiyama], those three 
will be the first of the creatures of Allah (Almighty and Glorious is He) to be 
scorched by the Fire of Hell!" 


Abu Huraira (may Allah be well pleased with him) also said: "This report 
came to the attention of Mu'awiya (may Allah be well pleased with him). On 
hearing it, he experienced an intense bout of weeping, then he said: 'Allah 
(Exalted is He) has spoken the truth, and His Messenger (Allah bless him and 
give him peace) has spoken the truth.' Then he recited these Qur'anic verses 


[ayat]: 


As for those who desire the life of this world and its pomp, 
We shall repay them for their deeds therein,and therein they will not be 
wronged. 


man kana yuridu 'l-hayata 'd-dunya wa zinata-ha nuwaffi ilai-him a'mala-hum 
fi-ha wa hum fi-ha la yubkhasun. 


Such are those for whom there is nothing in the Hereafter but the Fire. 
All that they contrive here is vain, and all that they are used to doing is 
fruitless. (11:15,16) 


ula'ika 'lladhina laisa la-hum fi 'l-akhirati illa 'n-nar: 
wa habita ma sana'u fi-ha wa batilun ma kanu ya'malun. 


Such are those for whom is the worst of torment, and in the Hereafter they will 
be among the greatest losers. (27:5) " 


ula'ika 'lladhina la-hum su'u 'l-'adhabi wa hum fi 'l-akhirati humu 'l-akhsarun. 


According to another traditional report, transmitted on the authority of 'Adi ibn 
Hatim at-Ta'i (may Allah be well pleased with him), Allah's Messenger (Allah 
bless him and give him peace) once said: 


On the Day of Resurrection [Yawm al-Qiyama], the order will be given for 
some of those destined for the Fire of Hell to be herded toward the Garden of 
Paradise. They will be allowed to get close enough to smell its fragrant 
perfume, to view its palatial mansions, and to see what Allah (Exalted is He) 
has prepared for its inhabitants. Then they will hear the call: "Take them 
away! In this they have no share." So they will return whence they came, with 
a sense of distress and remorse, the like of which was never experienced by 
anyone making a return journey, in ancient or later times. They will say: "O 
our Lord, if only You had caused us to enter the Fire of Hell directly, before 
showing us what You have just shown us, meaning the reward You have 
prepared for those others!" 


Allah (Exalted is He) will then say: "That is how I saw fit to treat you. When 
you were in private situations, you would brazenly affront Me with heinous 
sins ['aza'im], but when you met with other people, you would approach them 
modestly and humbly. By making a show of your deeds, you would give 
people an impression contrary to what was hidden away in your hearts. You 
were in awe of other people, but you did not regard Me with awe. You honored 
other people, but you did not honor Me. You abstained, to please other people, 
from things you did not abandon for My sake. Today, therefore, I am giving 
you a taste of My painful chastisement, combined with a glimpse of My 
abundant reward, of which you have been deprived." 


As reported on the authority of Ibn 'Abbas (may Allah be well pleased with him 
and with his father), Allah's Messenger (Allah bless him and give him peace) 
once said: 


When Allah (Exalted is He) created the Garden of Eden [Jannat 'Adn], He 

created within it that which no eye has ever seen, of which no ear has ever 
heard, and the very notion of which has never occurred to the human heart. 
Then He said to it: "Speak to Me," and it responded by saying three times: 


Successful indeed are the true believers. (23:1) 


qad aflaha 'l-mu'minun. 


Then the Garden went on to say: "I am forbidden [haram] to every miser 
[bakhil] and ostentatious hypocrite [mura'1]." 


A man once asked Allah's Messenger (Allah bless him and give him peace): 
"In what does salvation reside, tomorrow [at the Resurrection]?" He replied: 


You must not try to deceive Allah (Exalted is He). 


The man then asked: "How could I be guilty of trying to deceive Allah 
(Almighty and Glorious is He)?" The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him 
peace) explained: 


By doing what He has commanded you to do, but doing it for some purpose 
other than to obtain the gracious favor of Allah (Exalted is He). 


All of you must therefore beware of hypocritical display [riya'], for it is 
tantamount to associating partners [shirk] with Allah (Exalted is He). Indeed, 
on the Day of Resurrection [Yawm al-Qiyama], the ostentatious hyprocrite 
[mura'i] will be summoned by four names, over the heads of all the assembled 
creatures: "O unbeliever [ya kafir]!' O shameless liar [ya fajir]! O traitor [ya 
ghadir]! O loser [ya khasir]! Your work has gone astray, and your recompense 
has been canceled, so there is no share for you here today. Apply for your 
wages to those for whom you used to work, O deceiver!" Let us therefore take 
refuge with Allah (Almighty and Glorious is He) from hypocritical display 
[riya'], from promoting an undeserved reputation [sum'a], and from hypocrisy 
itself [nifaq], for that is the work of those who are doomed to the Fire of Hell. 


Allah (Almighty and Glorious is He) has said: 


Surely the hypocrites will be in the lowest depth of the Fire [of Hell]. (4:145) 
inna ‘l-munafigina fi 'd-darki 'l-asfali mina 'n-nar. 


In other words, they will be in the Pit [al-Hawiya], in the company of Pharaoh 
[Fir'awn] and Haman and their people. 


As someone might well see fit to interject at this point, it seems be suggested, 
in at least one of the traditional reports [akhbar], that there is actually no harm 
in having our religious practice noticed by our fellow creatures. According to 
the report in question, it was Abu Huraira (may Allah be well pleased with him) 
who said: 


"A man came to Allah's Messenger (Allah bless him and give him peace) and 
said: 'O Messenger of Allah, I perform my religious practice, intending to keep 
it private, but I find that people are watching, and that pleases me. If such be 
the case, am I entitled to any reward?’ To this he replied (Allah bless him and 
give him peace): 


"You are entitled to two rewards: the reward for the secrecy, and the reward 
for the publicity." 


To resolve what may appear to be a contradiction, this should be construed as 
follows: What made that man feel pleased, was the fact that people followed 


the example he was setting, in the performance of his religious practice. Allah's 
Messenger (Allah bless him and give him peace) was aware of this, so he told 
the man, in effect: "You are entitled to two rewards: one reward for your 
righteous work, and one reward for having people follow your good example." 
As he once said (Allah bless him and give him peace): 


If someone establishes a good custom [sanna sunnatan hasanal], he is entitled to 
the reward for it, and also to the reward of all those who practice it, until the 
Day of Resurrection [Yawm al-Qiyama].... 


On the other hand, 1f someone enjoys the pleasing sensation in and of itself, and 
not on account of the good example he is setting for others, he is not entitled to 
any reward, because vain conceit ['ujb] can only cause the servant to fall from 
grace in the sight of Allah. 


It was al-Hasan al-Basri (may Allah bestow His mercy upon him) who said: 
"If you wish, you may choose a companion with a fair complexion, but with 
crude manners, one who has a smooth tongue and a sharp eye, but who is dead 
at heart. You see physical bodies, not hearts. You listen to the sound of music, 
but not to a close friend. Tongues have grown fertile, while hearts have turned 
barren. 


"As a matter of fact, several Companions [Ashab] of Allah's Messenger (Allah 
bless him and give him peace) have told me that this Community [Umma] will 
remain beneath the hand of Allah, in His protective custody, but only as long as 
its Qur'an-reciters [qurra'] and its commanders [umara'] do not lose interest in 
their work, as long as its honest members [sulaha'] do not join the ranks of the 
lying scoundrels [fujjar], and as long as its best representatives keep the worst 
at bay. As soon as they reverse their positions, Allah (Exalted is He) will 
remove His protecting hand from them. He will smite them with poverty and 
want. He will fill their hearts with terror, and He will subject them to the rule 
of tyrants [jababira], who will make them suffer dreadful torment." 


He [al-Hasan al-Basri (may Allah bestow His mercy upon him)] also said: 
"What a bad servant [of the Lord] is he! I am speaking of a servant who fits the 
following description: 


He asks for forgiveness [maghfira], while he is actively engaged in sinful 
disobedience [ma'siya]. 


He behaves in a humbly submissive manner, so that he may be credited with 
loyalty [amana], but he is only pretending, to hide his disloyalty [khiyana]. 


He forbids what is wrong, but does not refrain from it himself [yanha wa la 
yantahi]. 


He enjoins what is right, but does not act upon his own instructions. 
If he gives, he does so very stingily, and if he withholds, he offers no apology. 


If he is in the best of health, he feels secure, but if he falls sick, he becomes 
remorseful. 


If he is impoverished, he feels sad, and if he gets rich, he is subject to 
temptation. 


He hopes for salvation, but does not act accordingly. 
He is afraid of punishment, but takes no precautions against it. 


He wishes to receive more benefit, but he does not give thanks [for what he 
has received]. 


He likes the idea of spiritual reward, but he does not practice patience. 
He expedites sleep [nawm], and postpones fasting [sawm]." 


He [al-Hasan al-Basri (may Allah bestow His mercy upon him)] spoke one day 
to Farqad as-Sabakhi, who was sitting in attendance at his meeting [majlis]. In 
sharp contrast to al-Hasan, who was dressed in very smart attire, Farqad was 
wearing a jubba made of wool [suf]. "My clothing," said al-Hasan, "is the 
clothing of the people of the Garden of Paradise, while your clothing is the 
clothing of the people of the Fire of Hell. They lodge their pious abstinence 
[zuhd] in their clothing, and their arrogant pride in their breasts. By Allah, any 
one of them is far more conceited about his wool [suf] than a fashionable 
shawl-designer is about his fancy shawl. What is wrong with competing 
together in excellence? Why not dress outwardly in the style of kings, and kill 
your hearts with fear [of displeasing the Lord]?" 


"Umar [ibn al-Khattab] (may Allah be well pleased with him) once said: "You 
should dress in a style that will neither cause the Qur'an-reciters [qurra'] to treat 
you as a laughingstock, nor make silly idots deride you." 


As they used to say: "Be woollen [sufi] at heart, and cotton-made [qutni] in 
clothing." 


To put the subject in a nutshell, the people [who matter to us] fall into three 
categories, where clothing is concerned: (1) the devout [atqiya'], (2) the saints 
[awliya'], and (3) the spiritual deputies [abdal]. 


The clothing of the devout [atqiya'] is that which is lawful [halal], in the sense 
that none of the wearer's fellow creatures have any claim on it, and that it does 
not violate the sacred law [shar'] in any respect. As for whether their clothes 
are of cotton [qutn] or wool [suf], and whether they are white or blue, that is 
neither here not there. 


The clothing of the saints [awliya'] is determined by the [divine] 
commandment. At the very least, it must be sufficient to cover the genital area 
['awra], and any other part of the body for which it is essential. Some form of 
clothing is called for, of necessity, to ensure the discouragement of their 
passionate desires, so that they may attain to the degree of the spiritual deputies 
[abdal]. 


The clothing of the spiritual deputies [budala’]498 is whatever destiny [qadar] 
brings to the individual concerned, always with due respect to the limits set by 
the sacred law [hudud]. It may be a plain shirt worth a mere qirat [one 
twentieth of a dinar], or a fine suit worth a hundred dinars [gold coins], for 
there is no self-will involved. They have ascended to the highest height, and 
there is no passionate desire to be discouraged at the lowest level. For them, it 
is simply a matter of accepting whatever the Master [Mawla] graciously 


confers, whatever He allows and bestows, without trouble or concern, and 
without respect for the lower self [nafs] and personal preferences. 


Aside from these perspectives, any other approach to the subject can be traced 
to the ancient Time of Ignorance [Jahiltyya], to the frivolous inclination of the 
lower self [nafs], and to the influence of passionate desire [hawa]. 
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